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Abstract

A Study on the Characteristics and Status of Ngo Thi
Nham(%415)’s Theory of Governance as Viewed through
‘Gyo(#) - Beop(i) + Jeong (%) ®®

Yoon Suk-ho

Assistant Professor of History, Pusan National University

This paper aims to clarify an aspect of how Confucianism was
understood and utilized in the lives and thoughts of intellectuals
who lived through the turbulent period of late 18th-century Vietnam.
To this end, it focuses on Ngd Thi Nham (5T, 1746~1803), an
intellectual of the time who is considered to have had a strong
Confucian identity.

Ng6 Thi Nham grew up in a family tradition with a deep
understanding of Confucianism, passed the National Civil Service
Examination(FH##), and entered government service. He was
a prominent Confucian intellectual and bureaucrat of his time,

serving two dynasties during the tumultuous 18th century of

63) This work was supported by a New Faculty Research Grant of Pusan National University,
2022,
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Vietnam, leaving significant contributions behind. In particular, he
articulated a well-structured theory of governance, which was based
on the ideal of ‘the harmonious implementation(/lfif7) of Gyo(%k)-
Beop(#)-Jeong (). This theory was composed of measures such as
the cultivation and selection of Confucian talents[Gyo(%%)], ensuring
the stability of the common people through land reclamation and
development[Beop(#)], and promoting a simple and efficient
administrative system[Jeong()].

In the context of the governance theories of Vietnam and other
regions at the time, Ng6 Thi Nham’s theory of governance is
characterized by the following features and significance: First, it was
based on a broad and deep understanding of Confucian classics and
governance theories. Second, it reinterpreted and applied Confucian
ideals grounded in the realities of the time. Third, his vision and
scope of governance were appropriate for a national system, while
also considering timeliness and feasibility. Fourth, it reflected
Vietnam’s historical experiences in its governance perspective and
policies.

The late 18th century was a critical turning point not only for
Vietnam but for East Asia as a whole. It was necessary to address
the contradictions of the old regime and respond to the emerging
demands while also confronting the imperialistic intentions of
Western civilization. Furthermore, these internal and external
challenges were ultimately placed on the shoulders of Confucianism,

the civilizational foundation of East Asia, and the Confucian
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intellectuals who upheld this tradition. In this regard, Ngd Thi
Nhdm stands as a significant figure within the broader landscape of
governance theories developed by Confucian intellectuals at the end

of the 18th century, navigating between reality and idealism.

Key Words | Ngo Thi Nham(*=FT.), Vietnam, governance theory,
Confucious, the harmonious implementation(Ilif7) of Gyo(%k)
-Beop(i£)-Jeong(#), Confucianism, the National Civil Service

Examination(£l#4i)), reclamation of Dunjeon(iLH), Gongjeon (2 H).
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